making Huldah the most important among the prophets of the Deuteronomistic History. 4 The main questions elicited by this text and discussed in biblical scholarship concern the history of the text on the one hand and the choice of Huldah over Jeremiah on the other. When and why was the text written, and why was Huldah chosen to deliver a message of destruction to Josiah? In the following, I shall give a short review of the answers proposed before focusing on the fate of Huldah after her appearance in the two biblical books asking: how was Huldah understood by subsequent readers?
The History of the Text
The oracle is generally divided into two parts: the oracle of judgment upon Judah and the people (2 Kgs 22:15-17), and the oracle of assurance or of salvation to Josiah (2 Kgs 22:18-20).5 Both parts are comprised of an answer to Josiah who sent his men to ask Huldah for prophetic clarification and guidance, or even intersession.6 Literary tension within the text, such as the juxtaposition of the oracle of judgment (vv. 15-17) with the oracle of salvation (vv. 18-20) , has led scholars to conclude that the oracle has been extensively reworked by the redactors of the Josianic narrative.7
